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An absorbent article includes a vapor permeable backsheet, a liquid permeable topsheet positioned in facing 
relation with the backsheet; and an absorbent body located between the backsheet and the topsheet which 
defines multiple zones of high air permeability. The absorbent article may also include a ventilation layer 
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and the topsheet. The article exhibits improved air exchange within the article during use. As a result, the 
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 




PCT/US 99/19172 



U0 97 36561 ft (K1NBERLY CLARK CO) 

9 October 1997 (1997-10-09) 

page 15, line 10 -page IB, line 22; claims 

U0 97 45259 ft (CURR0 JOHN JOSEPH 
;0STAPCHENK0 GEORGE JOSEPH (US); VAIDYfl 
SHMLAJA) 1 Decenber 1997 (1997-12-04) 
page 35, line 15 -page 38, line 4; clams 



1-3 

7,15,16, 
18 

7,15,16, 
18 



IT) *•««««•■«%«"• 




-53- 



002-523140 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



4 pCVu's k 9 9/19 17 2 



Box I Observations where certain clalme werafound unaearchable (Continuation at Item 1 of Hurt aheet) 



- PHciaiTONo.- i" 25 ( ALL IN PART ) 

— btonme they relate to ?^^5^J^^^^ to ^ on a ^^^^^^ i . ,h, 

sec FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/ISA/216 



1. Q A»<Jlr.<^r.d,^k*,J~^f.~».r»tir^ 
1 1 „(«nv«dditj«.«lfa.. 



brthe«ppfoont,thi.! 



□ Norwred«)diHona-«earehleB»wereSm«lypaBLjyth« appHoant. ComsquentH, trie Intonation* Stirort Report Is 
^Jkll. l nu .nti»r fin* months In th. d>m>: I I. =ov.™d bv dami No..: 



-54- 



(55) 

INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCTASJV 210 

Continuation of Box 1.2 

Claims Nos.: 1-25 (ALL IN PART) 



#g 2002-523140 



lApptodtonNo. PCT/US 99/19172 



Present claims .1-25. relate to a product defined by reference to the 
following parameter(s): 

(PI: C. albicans viability calculated according to a C. albicans 
Viability Test as set forth hehein 

(P2: Wet/Dry Air exchange Rate calculated according to a Tracer Gas Test 
as set forth herein...) 

(P3: Water Vapour Transmission Rate calculated according to a WVTR Test 
as set forth herein) 

|P4: Skin Hydration Value calculated according to a Skin 
Hydration Value as set forth herein) 

The use of these tests for defining the above parameters in the present 
context is considered to lead to a lack of clarity within the meaning of 
Article 6 PCT. It is impossible to compare the paraiieters the applicant 
has chosen to employ with what is set out in the prior art. The lack of 
clarity 1s such as to render a meaningful complete search impossible. 
Consequently, the search has been restricted to; Only to the ranges of 
the parameters as set in the claims independently of the testing rethod 
used. 

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims, or parts of 
claims, relating to inventions in respect of which no international 
search report has been established need not be the subject of an 
international preliminary examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant 
is advised that the EPO policy when acting as an International 
Preliminary Examining Authority is normally not to carry out a 
preliminary examination on matter which has not been searched. This is 
the case irrespective of whether or not the claims are amended following 
receipt of the search report or during any Chapter II procedure. 
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